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argument for their utility. It is possible, of course,
that the new order, in which the individual withers
and the man is less and less, may have compensating
advantages of its own. To some it has seemed that
the struggle for existence, which the English theory
of unlimited competition involves, is unutterably
brutal, and that the survival of the fittest in in-
dustrial war means the extinction of all who are
weak, of all who have other interests than gain, of
all who are scrupulous. It is not the purpose of
this argument to consider whether there is any truth
in this point of view. All that is contended is, that
if anything like the democratic programme of the
day comes to be realised ; if every man, weak or
strong, skilled or unskilled, is assured work on fairly
equal terms ; if the hours of labour are limited ; if
the State takes the employment of labour more and
more into its own hands, buying up lands and
factories and mines, the change will practically be as
great as that which has transformed serfs or slaves
all over the world into free labourers.

It will also be a change that will reproduce many
conditions of primitive society and conditions that
we associate with inferior races. The proprietor-
ship of land by communities, as distinct from private
property, has existed, to quote M. de Laveleye, " in
Germany and ancient Italy, in Peru and China, in
Mexico and India, among the Scandinavians and the
Arabs, with precisely similar characteristics."x A
change in the practice of the Western nations has
accustomed us to regard this stage in a nation's
life as a rude and ephemeral one. It is difficult
even to assume a modern State deriving rent from
1 Laveleye on Primitive Property^ p. 2.